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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1-47 have been examined. Application 10/049,267 (SYSTEMS AND 
METHODS FOR ACCUMULATING AND CONSOLIDATING BONUS POINTS) has a 
filing date 02/11/2002 and is a national stage entry of PCT/I LOO/00473 International 
Filing Date: 08/04/2000 Which Claims Priority from Provisional Application 60148386 
(08/12/1999) Which Claims Priority from Provisional Application 60162254 
(10/29/1999). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1, 3-19, 21-25, 29-38, 41 and 43 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Taylor (US 5,578,808). 
As per claims 1 and 30, Taylor teaches: 

A system for granting bonus points to a user, the system comprising. 

(a) at least one database server being configured so as to grant a 
predetermined value of bonus points upon identifying information pertaining to a product 
(see column 7, lines 35-57; column 8, lines 40-51); 

(b) at least one checkout register system being for providing said information 
pertaining to said product upon purchase of said product (see column 1, lines 55-60) ; 
and 
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(c) a plurality of user clients each being capable of independently 
communicating with said at least one database server and said at least one checkout 
register system, each of said plurality of user clients being operable by a user and being 
for relaying said information pertaining to said product to said at least one database 
server so as to grant the user with said predetermined value of bonus points (see 
column 5, lines 7-40). 

As per claim 3, Taylor teaches: 

The system of claim 1 , wherein said product is associated with a promotional 
sale and further wherein said information pertaining to said product also includes 
information identifying said product as a promotional item (see column 2, lines 14-17). 

As per claim 4, Taylor teaches: 

The system of claim 3, wherein the user is entitled to benefits associated with 
said promotional sale upon relaying said information pertaining to said product to said at 
least one database server (see column 7, lines 25-57; column 8, lines 40-51). 

As per claims 5 and 31 , Taylor teaches: 

The system of claim 1, further comprising a plurality of portable storage devices 
each being at the disposal of a specific user, each of said plurality of portable storage 
devices being capable of receiving and storing said information associated with said 
product from said at least one checkout register system and further being capable of 
communicating said information stored therein to each of said plurality of user clients 
(see column 5, lines 9-40). 

As per claim 6, Taylor teaches: 
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The system of claim 5, wherein each of said portable storage devices also stores 
information pertaining to bonus points of a user thereof (see column 5, lines 7-40). 
As per claim 7, Taylor teaches: 

The system of claim 5, wherein each of said plurality of portable storage devices 
is a magnetic card (see column 3, lines 55-60). 
As per claim 8, Taylor teaches: 

The system of claim 5, wherein each of said plurality of portable storage devices 
is a smart card (see column 3, lines 55-60). 
As per claim 9, Taylor teaches: 

The system of claim 5, wherein each of said plurality of portable storage devices 
is a memory device selected from the group consisting of a magnetic memory device, 
an optical memory device and an optical-magnetic memory device (see column 3, lines 
55-60). 

As per claim 10, Taylor teaches: 

The system of claim 1, wherein each of said plurality of user clients is selected 
from the group consisting of a personal computer a cellular telephone and a PDA (see 
column 5, lines 25-40). 

As per claim 1 1 , Taylor teaches: 

A system for granting bonus points to a user, the system comprising: 

(a) at least one database server being configured so as to grant a 

predetermined value of bonus points upon, identifying information pertaining to a • 

product (see column 5, lines 9-62), 
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(b) at least one checkout register system being for communicating said 
information pertaining to said product to said at least one database server upon 
purchase of said product (see column 1, lines 55-60; column 2, lines 14-17); and 

(c) a plurality of portable storage devices each being operable by a user, 
each of said plurality of portable storage devices being for receiving and storing said 
predetermined value of bonus points from said at least one database server following 
said purchase of said product (see column 5, lines 9-60; column 5, lines 7-62; column 8, 
lines 40-51). 

As per claim 12, Taylor teaches: 

The system of claim 11, wherein said at least one checkout register system 
further serves for communicating said predetermined value of bonus points from said at 
least one database server to each of said plurality of portable storage devices (see 
column 7, lines 25-60; column 8, lines 40-50). 

As per claim 13, Taylor teaches: 

The system of claim 11, wherein each of said plurality of portable storage 
devices is a magnetic card (see column 3, lines 55-60). 
As per claim 14, Taylor teaches: 

The system of claim 11, wherein each of said plurality of portable storage 
devices is a smart card (see column 3, lines 55-61). 
As per claim 15, Taylor teaches: 

The system of claim 11, wherein each of said plurality of portable storage 
devices is a memory device selected from the group consisting of a magnetic memory 
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device, an optical memory device and an optical-magnetic memory device (see column 
3, lines 55-60). 

As per claim 16, Taylor teaches: 

The system of claim 11, wherein each of said plurality of portable storage 
devices also serves for effecting said purchase of said product (see column 5, lines 6- 
20). 

As per claim 17, Taylor teaches: 

The system of claim 16, wherein said purchase of said product is effected via 
bonus, points stored by each of said plurality of portable storage devices (see column 7, 
lines 35-56). 

As per claims 1 8 and 33, Taylor teaches: 

A system for granting bonus points to a user, the system comprising: 

(a) at least one database server being configured so as to grant a 
predetermined value of bonus points upon identifying information pertaining to a product 
(see column 2, lines 14-19; column 5, lines 56-60; column 7, lines 35-45); 

(b) at least one vendor server being for generating said information pertaining 
to said product upon said purchase of said product and further being for communicating 
said information pertaining to said product to said at least one database server (see 
column 6, lines 22-28), 

(c) a plurality of user clients each being capable of communicating with said 
at least one vendor server for effecting a purchase of said product therefrom, such that 
upon said purchase of said product from said at least one vendor server, said at least 
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one database server grants the user said predetermined value of bonus points (see 
column 5, lines 7-60). 

As per claim 1 9, Taylor teaches: 

The system of claim 18, wherein said user client is selected from the group 
consisting of a personal computer, a PDA, a cellular telephone and a standard 
telephone (see column 5, lines 27-40). 

As per claim 21 , Taylor teaches: 

The system of claim 1 8, wherein said product is associated with a promotional 
sale and further wherein said information pertaining to said product also includes 
information identifying said product as a promotional item (see column 2, lines 14-18). 

As per claim 22, Taylor teaches: 

The system of claim 21, wherein the user is entitled to benefits associated with 
said promotional sale upon communication of said information pertaining to said product 
to said at least one database server (see column 8, lines 45-50). 

As per claim 23, Taylor teaches 

The system of claim 1 8, wherein said vendor server forms a part of the World 
Wide Web (see column 5, lines 30-39). 

As per claims 24 and 37, Taylor teaches: 

A system for granting bonus points to a plurality of users, the bonus points being 
associated with- a plurality of products, each of said plurality of products being coded by 
a code, the system comprising: 
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(a) a plurality of user clients being at a respective disposal of the plurality of 
users, each of said plurality of user clients including a code identifier operatively 
communicating therewith, said code identifier being capable of identifying the code of 
each of the plurality of products (see column 2, lines 14-19); and 

(b) at least one database server being in communication with, each of said 
plurality of user clients upon establishing communication therewith, said at least one 
database server being configured so as to grant any one user of the plurality of users a 
predetermined value of bonus points upon identification of the code of any one of said 
plurality of products (see column 5, lines 6-60; column 7, lines 35-57; column 8, lines 
45-50). 

As per claims 25 and 38, Taylor teaches: 

The system of claim 24, wherein said at least one database server is further 
configured so as to allow any one user of the plurality of users to select at least one 
benefit from a plurality of optional benefits, each of said plurality of optional benefits is 
trade for a predetermined value of bonus points (see column 7, lines 35-57). 

As per claims 29 and 41 , Taylor teaches: 

The system of claim 24, wherein each of said plurality of user clients is selected 
from the group consisting of a personal computer, a PDA and a cellular telephone (see 
column 5, lines 25-30) 

As per claim 32, Taylor teaches: 

The method of claim 30, wherein said step of communicating said information 
pertaining to said product from said user client to said database server is effected via a 
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communication mode selected from the group consisting of dialup communication and a 
local area network communication (see column 5, lines 25-40). 
As per claim 34, Taylor teaches 

The method of claim 33, wherein the step of communicating said information 
pertaining to said product to said at least database server is effected via a 
communication mode selected from the group consisting of dialup communication and a 
local area network communication (see column 5, lines 25-40). 

As per claim 35, Taylor teaches: 

The method of claim 33, wherein said vendor system is a checkout register 
system (see column 1 , lines 55-60). 
As per claim 36, Taylor teaches 

The method of claim 33, wherein said vendor system is a vendor server forming 
a part of the World Wide Web (see column 5, lines 25-40). 
As per claim 43, Taylor teaches 

The system of claim 41 , wherein said vendor system is a vendor server forming a 
part of the World Wide Web (see column 5, lines 25-40). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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Claims 2, 20, 27, 39, 42 and 44-47 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Taylor (US 5,578,808). 

As per claim 2, Taylor teaches the system of claim 1, but does not expressly 
teach wherein said information pertaining to said product includes information selected 
from the group consisting of product price, product description, date of purchase and 
time of purchase. However, Taylor teaches in column 2, lines 15-17 a system that 
"keeps track of purchases and award discounts or coupons automatically depending 
upon current purchases and/or history of purchases, broken down by brand and in other 
ways". Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the application was made, to know that Taylor would calculate purchase 
awards, such as coupons or points by keeping track of product prices, descriptions and 
date of purchases of said products. Keeping track of purchase transactions would allow 
the Taylor system to accurately award points to customers. 

As per claim 20, Taylor teaches: 

The system of claim 18, but does not expressly teach wherein said information 
pertaining to said product includes information selected from the group consisting of 
product price, product description, date of purchase and time of purchase. However, 
Taylor teaches in column 2, lines 15-17 a system that "keeps track of purchases and 
award discounts or coupons automatically depending upon current purchases and/or 
history of purchases, broken down by brand and in other ways". Therefore, it would 
have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the application was 
made, to know that Taylor would calculate purchase awards, such as coupons or points 
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by keeping track of product prices, descriptions and date of purchases of said products. 
Keeping track of purchase transactions would allow the Taylor system to accurately 
award points to customers. 

As per claims 27 and 39, Taylor teaches the system of claim 24, but fails to teach 
wherein said code identifier communicates with a user client of said plurality of user 
clients via cord or cordless communication modes. However, Official notice is taken that 
it is old and well known in the computer art that barcode scanners communicates with 
computers via cord or cordless mode. It would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the application was made, to know that Taylor's point 
of sale terminals (see Taylor column 57-60) would use barcode scanners (cord or 
cordless) to read products' barcode data and automatically identify said products. 

As per claims 42 and 45, Taylor teaches 

A system for carrying out a promotional sale of a product, the system comprising: 
(a) at least one database server being configured so as to track and numerate 
the number of times the product was purchased and further being for declaring eligibility 
of a purchaser to a benefit upon purchasing a product N, wherein N is an integer greater 
than one (see column 2, lines 14-20). Taylor does not expressly teach to track the 
number of times the product was purchased. However, it would have been obvious to a 
person of ordinary skill in the art that if Taylor tracks purchases and award discounts or 
coupons depending upon current purchases and/or history of purchases, then Taylor 
would keep track of the number of times product are purchased for accurately 
determining awards, specially when Taylor broke said tracking by product brand. This 
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feature would increase loyalty to products, as customers would receive awards for 
purchasing said products a specific number of times. 

(b) at least one vendor system being for communicating a purchase of said 
product N to said at least one database server, such that the purchaser is declared 
eligible to said benefit upon said purchasing (see column 2, lines 14-20). 

As per claim 44, Taylor teaches 

The system of claim 42, wherein said vendor system is a checkout register 
system (see column 6, lines 22-37). 

As per claims 46 and 47, Taylor teaches: 

A system for carrying out a promotional sale of a product, the system comprising: 
(a) at least one database server being configured so as to track and 
enumerate the number of times the product was purchased and further being for 
declaring eligibility of a purchaser to a benefit upon purchasing a product N, wherein N 
is an integer greater than one (see column 2, lines 14-19). Taylor does not expressly 
teach to track the number of times the product was purchased. However, it would have 
been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art that if Taylor tracks purchases and 
award discounts or coupons depending upon current purchases and/or history of 
purchases, then Taylor would keep track of the number of times product are purchased 
for accurately determining awards, specially when Taylor broke said tracking by product 
brand. This feature would increase loyalty to products, as customers would receive 
awards for purchasing said products a specific number of times. 
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(b) at least one user client being for communicating a purchase of said 
product to said at least one database server, such that the purchaser is declared eligible 
to said benefit upon communicating said purchase of said product to said at least one 
database server (see column 5, lines 5-40). 

Claims 26, 28 and 40 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Taylor (US 5,578,808) in view of Matsumori (US 6,179,206). 

As per claim 26, Taylor teaches 

The system of claim 24, but fails to teach wherein said code identifier is selected 
from the group consisting of an optical scanner, a bar-code reader, a magnetic code 
reader and a radiofrequency reader. However, Matsumori teaches a system that uses 
barcode scanners to identify and track purchase products (see Matsumori column 1, 
lines 20-47). Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the application was made, to know that Taylor would automatically track 
purchase products by using barcode scanners, as taught by Matsumori. This feature 
would allow Taylor track purchase items and award discount or points based upon said 
purchases. 

As per claims 28 and 40, Taylor teaches: 

The system of claim 24, but fails to teach wherein said code identifier is attached 
to, or integrated with, each of said plurality of user clients. However, Matsumori teaches 
mobile terminals with attach barcode scanners. Therefore, it would have been obvious 
to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the application was made, to know that 
Taylor's mobile computers (see Taylor column 26-30) would include barcode scanners, 
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which would be used to read products' barcode data and identify and track said 
products. The barcode scanner would eliminate the need to manually input product 
identification into computer terminals. 



4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to DANIEL LASTRA whose telephone number is 571-272- 
6720. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:30-6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, ERIC W. STAMBER can be reached on 571-272-6724. The Examiner's 
Right Fax number is 571-273-6720. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Conclusion 




Daniel Lastra 
June 13, 2005 




